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i. The present rulers of Albania are guided by the principles of the Gommmist 
doctrine. Aithough they are entirely dependent upon and controlled by Moscow, 
the control is exercised indirectly threugh Marshal Tito in Yugoslavia. The 
fact that the political. coumissars are not Russians but Yugoslavs, anc that the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia is in control over them has been galling to the 
Communists in Albania. The support of some so-called Communist idealists, both 
Moslem and Catholic, has been lost, allegedly because of this factor. I+ is 
said that Kokosl, the first Minister of Culture, and Dr. Saud Aslanin, both 
well. known Communists, dropped out of the party for thia reason. The fact that 
the Kosovo region has not been united with Albania (as during the war), but is 
instead being administered by districts as a part of Yugoslavia, is another 
source of bad feeling. Enver Hoxha.has gone to Moscow in an attempt to con 
wince his countrymen that the Yugoslav Government does not constitute an inter- 
mediary between the Soviet Union and Albania. . 


2. It ia rumored that Hoxha and his group have been losing prestige with the 
Russians and that Koci Koxe remains as the only direct agent of GB in Albania. 
It is also said that the Russians are invitine Bishop Fen Noli te return to 
‘Albania to replace Enver Hoxha.. 


2. As a result of the Albanian National Assembly elections in 1923, which were 
conparat ively free and democratic, two parties emerged. The so-called Nation 
al Party was supported by southern Readers who were called the "Klika" iy the 
epposition. Achmet Zog, however, as party leader and Minister of the “sterior who 
actually controlled the country, gradually superseded the clique. The spposi~ 
tion party was known as "Oporitea". 


‘}- ost of the important Albanian leaders belonged to the Opozita, which was 
strongest in the Catholic north. Luidj Gurakuci was its leader. The coposi- 

_ tion controlled aimost one half the seats in the Nationel Assembly, and soon 
after its opening an open struggle against the Government and Zog began. A 
so-called "Opposition Parliament" was established in Valona under the Leader~ 
ship of Fan Neli, and marches against Tirana were organized from Valona a:x* 
Scutari. The Capital was taken and Zog had to flee to Yugoslavle. Fan Noli 
became the President with Gurakuci as his Finance Minister. Open warfare con- 
tinued, however, between the elements of the north and the south over the 
problem of land reform, which the Moslem landlords vigorously opposed. In 192) 
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Zog, with the help of Yugoslavia, roturned to Tirana and staged a successful 
coup cletat. For the next 15 years Zog remained the absolute ruler - the 
Tarlianent and the Cabinet became mere formalities. Italian interests in 
Albania were very active and helpec ‘og become Zog I, “ing of Albania, assum 
ing at the sane time complete control over the political and economic life 

of the country. It is.lmown, however, that Zog frequently followed the 
advice of representatives of Creat Britain, and invested the money he received 
fron the throne ami froa the jcals with Italy in Anervica, Sweden and Switz 
erland. In organising his police systen he followed the English method and 
encaced General iercy for this work. Finally, when Albania was attacked by 
Italy on 7 April 1929, Zog escaped to Larissa, Greece, anc thence to London, 
where he renaincd throughout the war. In 1946 he moved to Cairo. 

At the time of Zog's coup in 192) many of the leaders of the Opozita escaped 
abroatl The revolutionary leavers were killed by agents abroad. The intel- 
Lectuals and political leaders who escaped organized for the purpose of over’. 
throwing Zoge Baskimi Koubetar (National Union), with headquarters in Ucl- 
grade and later in Paris, was probably the strongest opposition group. the 
second group, KONARH (Comsittee of National Revolution) was assisted by 
Soviet Russia ard had its center first in Vienna then in berlin. In 1926 
CONARE sent 20 Albartian youths to ‘iescow to study. 


Vhe Communist Party of Albenia had its beginning in 1926 when the Albanian 
Kosovo Comittee anc Haccionian Comittee were united through the activities 
of the Mbanian students in licscow. Pressure frou Incland resulted in the 
request of the Albanian Covernuent for the romoval of Erakovecki, the first 
representative of the Soviet Union, anc his staff. He hac arrived in Virana 
in Novenver 192). Comunist activities were then conducted by a branoh of 
YOWARE which remained in Tirana and made its appeal primarily to hich school 
students. Communist propaganda was particularly effective during the period 
of Italian occupation, um: Albanian high school youth joined the Party in 
sreat numbers. 


after Germany attacked Russia, the organization of the Communist Par vas 
larrely coupleted by two Serbs I:nowm as vusan and Miladin. ‘fter :talingrad, 
the comaunists oxtend.d their activities through front weganisations which 
participated in guerrilla anu resistance novements arainst Italian and German 
troops. The resistance of all croups was coordinated in a national liberation 
movement, similar to that under Tito in Yugoslavia. “hen the Italians and 
Germans left Albania, the Coranists were strong enough to disvand all resis- 
tance groups. ‘The Leacers who did nob escape were killed or placed in 
concentration camps. 


The Comaunists fron Serbia at first opcrated In Albania under a slogan that 
promised Kosovo to albania. Howuver, ¥Yosovoe was given an autonomous status 
in Yugoslavia and the Albanian population in this territory was divided into 
three regions: the eastern section went to Maceconlas the western parts 
were attached to Montunezros; and the region of Prigren and Pec sent te the 
Federal Republic of Serbia. «albanians rebcllad at this division ard there 
was a great ceal of bloodshed. iiladin, the Communist leader who had pro~ 
mised Kosovo to the flbanians, was killed by Albanian professor Hai Take, 
who in turn committed suicice. 
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Present Yovermient and Porsonalities 


The constitution of Albania is patterned on ‘the constitutions ¢f the othor 
counnist satellite republics with the exception of the first urticle, which 
cuclares that "Albania is a National Republic and all property belongs to the 
people." 


At the top of the sovermaent structure is the Praesidiun of the Ruypubi.c, 

with Dr. Omor Misami as the titular head of the executive and legim ative 
bodies. Hisani is a Moslea by birth, born in Pernet, in the southern :art of 
Albania about 55 years ago. ie was trained as a physician in Austria ond 
Cernany, but has never practiced medicine. He had been a member of the Klika 
in the National larty. He went to Switzerland in 192l, and married a German 
Woman wio wrote a book on Albania after the revolution of that year. ‘hen 

the ltalians attacked in 1939, he returned to Albania and, although he received 
Soviet support, he nevertheless becaue a member of the State “Council. le 

wrote an article slorifying “tussolini in the official Albanian Fascist organ 
Sasi . oe is in poor tiealth, suffering froa nervous attacks and ai ‘nents 

of the stomach. ie is by nature a rather teuperasental incivicual whee 

entire energy is devotec. to endless propaganda, in which he 1s almost fanatical. 


‘nver Yoxha, born in the region of ‘rgyrocastro, south Albania, is about oO 
yearn of age. He studied in France anc taught at the Yrench Lycee at .orea. 
Durin:, the Italian occupation he was dismissed from the Lycee and opened a 

tobacco retail store of his own. lle beeame an active Comaunist and devated 
himself to the study of communist doctrines. An attractive person, he sakes 


friends easily and gives the ispression of being an accomplishec. politician. 


Sejfula talesova was onc of the sLbanian youths sent to -foscow by KONARE in 
1926. ‘le studied in ®ussia for lp vedrs.and is considered to be the 4} bunian 
best trained in comaunist ideology. A -cohamaedan, loyal to the Soviets, he is 
@ scholar rather than a.revolutionary. “is prsscnt. post is lilnister of Culture 
and Propaganda. Lo ae a 


13. foei . Xoxe, Secretary of the commmist Farty, is froa the ru:ston af Korca anc 


a member of the Orthodox relizion. A tinsmith by trace, he hac no schcoling 
and was omtircly unknowm until the rise of the Communists. Like ‘Ioxha he is 
ene of the eisht generals who caue to power with the rugine. (Spire Hsisiu, 
vehuet Sem, Bedri Spahiu, iuslin Pesza, Dalt, Mdveu and Tamecko are the others. } 


Krista Cipo, who unt.l recently servod as ‘hinisbor of Education, is about 60 
years old. He is an Orthedox from Korca, a writer and professor, and was 
formerly known as a friond of Greece. . 


firjako Yarito was born in the region of Nimarc. Ne serve: for years as the 
Treasurer of the Albanian Red cross, but joincd the Sowmmist Farty in 19lk 
when his brother was killec in a communist uprising. 


These personalities are not truly representative of the people of Albania. 
The people are not in sympathy with then, anc they maintain their authority 
only through the us. o° terror. 
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Reign of Terror 


keports from Albania are exbrenel: :seazre an¢say little about the current 
police rule and reign of terror. As long as there werc Alliec representatives 
in Albania, Communist measures .erc in mary instances mari:ed by moderation. 
There is no lon.icr any western representation, and espionage, jails, concen 
tration caps and gallows are the order of the day in slbania. 


Important Albanian Communists are being removec as not sufficiently trustworthy. 
The fear which has perneatec all cf ‘lbania has reachec even the Coanunist ranks. 
The following have been assassinated: ; 


iustafa Gjinishi, founder of .lbanian Communism 
Anastas Lulu 

Ranize Ljebre 

both brothors of ifusine Kokalari 


Hemoted from their ranks vere: 


Gverki Kokoshi 
Risa Vand 
Colonel Susni Peja 


Muslim Feza, Baba Faja, Haxhi Ljesli, vali Néreu and Hulusi Spahiu are 

walting to be eliminated from thelr positions. Several manbers of the 

Tat'onal Assenbly, known Communists, including bon Luidji Pici and 

Xolj Frela, were dismissed froa the Farlianent. Old members of the 

Comaunist Party such as ‘rsi Halila an. Redsep Sulejmani, leacer of the , 
Party in Valona, were arrested, and Peza anc Lesi arz uncer house arrest. 


Abaz Gjermeni, Fikri Dine, ‘uharen Garjaktari and other iaportant ex- 
Communists, officers and soldiers of the Albanian Arxzy, all disillusioned 
and discusted with the regime, are secking asylum in Greece. Still othors, 
gaong them Dan Kaleshi and Cen hlesi, have escaped to join the cuerrillas in 
the mountains. 
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